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OUR WESTERN NAVY.

Wo rccordcd a few days ago the fact that David
I). Porter, commanding the naval forces of the
United States on the waters of the Mississippi,
|.ad been promoted to the rank of Rear-Admi¬
ral, in recognition of his valuable and efficient
services in conducting our naval operations in that

part of the country.
It has been generally remarked that, in the

recent speeches delivered by our civil and mili¬
tary authorities in Washington, in reply to the
congratulatory visit paid to them by a portion
of the people of this city, no reference was made

by any speaker, in the felicitations expressed
on the fall of Vicksburg, to the part which the

navy had taken in briuging about this great mili¬
tary and political event. The omission was evi¬
dently accidental, but it has none the less served,
by its singularity, to create general remark, and
thus to demonstrate, iu the most striking way, the

popular sense of the obligations believed to be due
to this favorite arm of the public service, in view
of tho multiform and successful operations which
it has prosecuted in the present war, sometimes on

an independent footing, and .sometimes in conjunc-
tion with the army, which, on so many signal oc-

casions, it has saved from impending disaster, if
not dcs'ruction. What the navy has done by its
UDaidcd efforts may be read to advantage in the

capturc of New Orleans, What it lias done in
concert with the army may be seen in such events

as the timely interposition of the gunboats to shel¬
ter the defeated forces of (Jen. Grant at the close
of the first day of the battle of Shiloh, or in the
succor aud protection afforded to the army of Gen.
McClellan after its rcpu'tsc from before Richmond
to the banks of the James. The communications
of all our forces operating on the Mississippi, or

on other lines pf advance, owe thejr security, we

need not say, to the efficiency of the navy, with¬
out whoso aid it would have been greatly more

difficult, if not wholly impracticable, to penetrate
a country so extensive and so difficult of travel by
larsre armies on overland routes.

The proportions already assumed by our Navy
in the West, and which arc destined to remain un¬

impaired as long as it shall be necessary to guard
and control the Mississippi river, deserve to bo
considered in other than their mcro military aspects.
The part already performed by the navy in open¬
ing this " great inland sea," and the part it must

perform in keeping it unobstructed, may be said
to insure for this branch of the national defcnce
the sympathy and support of a population who
have heretofore felt that the navy was created and
sustained for the protection of the mercantile and
commercial classes, mainly resident in the scabord
States, rather than of the agricultural community
inhabiting the Mississippi valley. This feeling
can no longer have any placc under the existing
relations of tho country. The considerations
of political economy which must give impor¬
tance to the operations of our fleets on the Missis¬
sippi river bo long as this war endures, will appear
from tho following statements made by Attorney
General Bates, in a public address delivered in
Missouri on tho Fourth of July, on the occasion of
the launching of the gunboat Winnebago from the
Iron Works of Mr. J. It. Etds at Cnrondclet. Mr.
Mates said :

" I have convened not only with stnU'siiieu, but with
some of the ablest and bent of our naval commanders, with
reference to the building and fitting of gunboata for the
Mississippi river. The idea of a gunboat on the waters of
the Misttissippi wan a novelty ; acme ridiculed it; but some
few of the naval ofticer« sincerely believed in the possi-
bility of the thing. «nd saw in it, as clearly ns sunlight
could have revealed the fa<-t, an all powerful, all-conquer¬
ing instrument for crushing the rebellion and for the sup¬
port of the institutions of our forefathers.
" This yard, established for building gunboalt, was au

experiment, hazardous alike to the treasury of the nation
nnd to the reputation for skill and knowledge of the excel¬
lent and able man involved in it, was taken first of all by
my friend, James B. Eads, under a contract with Govern¬
ment to build seven steamers, and under the command of
that noble and glorious man, whom 1 might well be proud
to call my friend, but who has left us, and is gone to re¬
ceive the rich reward that awaited him.who has entered
into blessed couimiiuiou with the spirits of the just made

Eerfect. Admiral Foote ia dead, but ho still lives in the
earts of bis countrymen. lie who possessed in his own

person more of the excellence* of human nature than I re¬
member ever to have seen in any one man beloved by all
his subordinates, from the first officer down to the lowest
sailor, beloved nnd mourned by all outsiders, aud feared
only by the enemies of his country. Uuder his comuiaod
it was that the efficacy and power of these instruments of
war, turned out some from this yard and some from others,
turned the tide of battle in this whole war.

" What would have been your condition upon the Ohio
but for tbe gunboats of the Mississippi 7 What would
have taken Fort Henry, Fort Donelson, and Columbus f
Without them our armies would have been inefficient, atid
the enemy this day would have domineered over the whole
course of the Mississippi, from the Ohio to the Gulf. But
lor the gunboats we should have had a hard struggle, tatt¬
ing perhttps for years, before we could have gained the
ground we now occupy in that direction, because the lower
Mississippi is but the channel towards whioh the waters
above the dividing line of the Ohio will force their way to
the ocean as freely as the muddy waters of the Missiaaippi
force their way into the Qulf. Observe a tew facta con»
nected with it: If you draw a line east and west through
the uiouth of the Ohio river, there are nine millions of
free white people who drink the waters above that line;
below that line, in the valley of tbe Mississippi proper,
there is not one million of free white people. I make an
assertion which I shsll not stop to prove now, but the pub¬
lished statistics of Cincinnati will prove it, that any day
of the year there are three times as much of American
property afloat upon the Mississippi aa upon the whole
Atlantic ocean. I mention this to show you, the workmen
of thia yard especially, how gloriously, how admirably, and
efficiently your labors redound to the restoration and pre¬
servation ofJaw and order in yonr country."

Tbe Montreal Advertiser, after announcing Mr.Vallan
* digham's arrival at Halifax, states that be will soon go to

Niagara Falls, where he will remain for the present, taking
care to keep on the Canada side

MILITARY REPRISALS.

We yesterday spread before our readers the

papers and correspondence explanatory of the

objects proposed to himself by Gen. .Jeffeison
Davis in authorizing Mr. Alexander II. Stephens
to proceed to this city. The projectfd mission had
for its ostensible purpose the opening of negotia¬
tions on three points.

Firstly, to "establish the cartel for the exchange of

prisoners on such a btttis us to avoid the constant difficul
tien and complaints which arise," and to preveut for the
future what Gen. Davis alleges to be tlie "unfair con¬

duct" of the Federal authorities ' in evading the de¬

livery of the prisoners who lull into their bauds, in re¬

tarding it by sending them on circuitous routes, and by
detaining them, sometimes for months, in camps and in

prisons, and in persisting in takiug captive non-combatants."
Secondly, to protest against the " unheard of conduct of

the Federal officers in drivii g from iheir home* entire
communities of women ami children, us well as ot men,
whom they litd in districts t ccupitd by their troops, for
no other reason than because the unfortunates are faithful
t< the allegiance due to their State and refuse to take an

oath of fidelity to their enemies "

Thirdly, to threaten retaliatory measures because of the
a leged " putting to death of uuarmed prisoners" and be
cause of " the recent executions of officers of the Con¬
federate army in Kentucky, for the sole cause that they
were engaged in recruiting service in a State which i8
claimed as still one of th-* United Stale*, but is also
claimed as one of the Confederate States."

The first of these grounds of compluiut, it there
Dc any, have been, we presume, sufiieicntly re¬

moved by the recent supplementary arrangements
made to regulate the exchange of prisjners of war.

In regard to the second ground of reclamation.
the banishment of "entire communities of women

and children from their homes".which (Jen. Davis
calls " the unheard of conduct of the Federal offi¬
cers" in .sortie ease,*?, wc have only to say that if

any such rigorous and cruel measures have been
executed with the generality he ascribes to them
we arc not apprized of the fact. If, however, Gen.
I >a vis has not before heard of any such barbarities in
the progress of w»r amon^ civilized nation?, it may
be bscausc he has not given due attention to the offi¬
cial papers of his own military subordinates. Wc
quite concur with him in deprecating such visita¬
tions of military severity on the heads of unarmed
women, children, and old men ; for wc arc far
from holding that that military regimen which is
the most violent and relentless in its processes is
therefore the most effective. As soon as rigor
tratiBoends the bounds of military justice, it be¬
comes, by the recoil it produces, an element of
weakness rather than strength.

But we have to regret that Gen. Jefferson Davis
should be so late in announcing the humane max¬

ims by which he hopes to see the present war con¬

ducted. When the devoted Union men'of East
Tennessee were hunted down by his soldiery, and,
for acts of partisan warfare, were ordered to be
remorselessly hanged by his Secretary of War,
while inoffensive women and children, for no other
crime than that of having husbands or fathers in
exile from the State for opinion's sake, were order¬
ed to abandon their homes, we heard nothing from
him in denunciation of suoh " barbarity."

In an official letter to the Hon. J. P. Benjamin,
then the Confederate Secretary of War, Col. W.
B. Wood, commanding a Confederate regiment in
Kaat Tennessee, under date of November 20,1861,
complained that the" Union men" in that quarter
had recently " destroyed no less than five railroad
bridges," and that " the whole country was in a

state of rebellion" against the Richmond Govern¬
ment. He added that he had felt it his duty to

place Knoxville under martial law because " there
waa a large majority of the people sympathizing
with the enemy and communicating vrith ihrm."

In a second official letter, under date of Novem¬
ber 20,1861, he wrote that " the rebellion in East
Tennessee had been put down in some of the coun¬

ties," and that a large number of " Union men
"

had been taken prisoners, nc then proceeded to
ask what disposition should be made of them, and

gave his own views on the subject as follows :

" I huve been here lit thin ntatiori for thrw month*, half
I lie time iu command of tbia poet, nnd 1 hud a good oppor
tunity of ieHrtiing the feeling pervading this country. It
ia hostile to the Confederate Government. They will take
the oath of allegiance with no intention to obnerve it.
They are the follower* and alnvea of Johnson nnd May-
tiaru, and never intend to be otherwine. When arreated
they auddenly become very aubmi**ive, and declare they
are for peace and not eupporter* of the Lincoln Govern¬
ment, but yet claim to be Union men. At one time, while
our forcea were at Kuoxville, thoy gave it out that a great
change bad taken place in Kaat Tenuexaoe, and that the
people were becoming loyal. At the withdrawal of the
army from here to the (lap, nnd the firat intimation of the
approach of tb»* Lincoln annj, they were in arms, and
acarcely a man but wax ready to join it and make war

upon ua. The prisoner* wo have all tell ua that they had
every aaaurance that the eneuiy w;»* already iu the Htnte,
mid would juiu them in a few dnya. I have rwjueated at
leaat that the priaouera I have taken be held, if not ua trai¬
tor#, aa priaonera of war. To releaae them ia riiinoua.
To convict them before a court i« next to impoaaibility.
Hut if tbey are kept in prisou for aiz montba it will have
a good effect. The bridge-burners and apie* ought to h«
tried at once."

It was in reply to this writer that the Hon. .Ju-
dah 1'. Dcujamiu, then Mr. I>avis's Secretary of
War, wrote as follows :

" Wah Dki'aictmknt,
" Richmond, Nor. Id<>I.

" SIR: Your report of the 20lb inatant ia reoeived, and I
now proceed to give yon the deaired inatruetioua iu rela¬
tion to the priaouera taken by you among the traitor* of
East Tenuessee.

" Firat. All auch aa can be identified it* having lveoti en¬

gaged in bridge burning are to be tried aummarilv by drum-
bead court-martial, and, if found guilty, executed on the
apot by banging It would be well to leave their bodiea
hanging in tbe vicinity of the burnt bridge*.

" Second. All auch aa have not been ao engaged are to
be treated aa priaonera of wnr, and aent with an aruied
guard to Tnscaloo*a, Alabama, there to be kept impriaoned
at the depot aelected by the Government for priaonera of
war.

" Whenever you can diacover that arrna are concentrated
by tbeae traitor*, you will aend out detachment*, aearch
for and aeize tbe arma. In no caae ia one of the men
known to have bern up iu arma againat the Government
to be releaaed on any pledge or oath of allegiance. The
time for aueb measure* ia paat. They are to be held na

priaonera of war, and held in jail till the end ot the war.
Snob aa ei me in voluntarily, take the oath of allegiance,
and surrender their arma, are alone to be treated wi'h
leniency.

" Your vigilant execution of tbeae ordera ia earneatly
urged by tbe Government.

" Your obedient servant,
. .

" J-P. Bbhjamin, Bec'yof War
" Col. W. B. Wood, Kooivill*. Tennessee
" P H .Jndge Patterson, Col Pickena, and other ring-

lendera t»f tii*' uttiiie clam, mu*t b« < tit at one* to Tu-<"<-
IfKiHH tojllil Hi* pri«cu(*rn of WHf "

Nor was auy leuity shown in Kant Tuuuessee to

the women and children ofevch Cuion meu as ha I
fled the State. In u proclamation addressed "to
the disaffected people ol Ivi-t Tuuutfinoe" by Col.
W. M. Churchwell, Provost Marshal at Knox villa,
it ij order.d, under date of Apr.l 28, 1802, that all
refugees who fail to r.-turu to their homes and ac¬

cept the amnesty . If* red >n condition ot' " laying
down their arms and acting as loyal citizens," shall
" have their wives and children sent to their care in
K-t tacky, or beyond the Confederate State lines,
at their own e.rae<txc

" It is added that the fami¬
lies of all males who shall leavo after the date of this
proclamation " will be sent immediately after them.
The women and children must be taken cure of by
husbands and fathers, either in Kist Tennessee or

in the Lit ejln Government '' Such were the "ten¬
der mercies" of the Confedir«te military authori¬
ties, and such their respect for the right of domicil
of inoffensive women and childr*'U who had hus¬
bands or father* in exile for their loyalty to the
National Govtrnmcnt.

In the faca of such an exhibition we submit that
Gen. Davis should make some public recantation of
his past policy before lie proceeds to arraign the
Federal authorities on the charge of " inhumani¬
ty." For the crcdit of the nation it is to be hoped
that neither party to this contest will permit it to

degenerate into u a violent nnd remorseless revolu¬
tion ry struggle."

In regard to the third of Gen. Davis's com¬

plaints, wc arc uot sufficiently apprized of the facts
involved to express auy opinion. If unarmed pri¬
soners have been put to death by our military au¬

thorities we arc not aware of the time or placc
where such transactions have occur.- :]. The cir¬
cumstances attending tlxvcxccution f Confederate
officers for the alleged offence of recruiting in Ken¬
tucky arc not known to us, but wc arc free to say
that if this was the only offence alleged and proved
against them, wc should regard their execution as

a deplorable military error. That Gen Burnsidc, un:
der whose administration these executions arc said
to have occurred, would wittingly commit « milUa-
ry crime, will be believed by none who know him.
"Wc believe it will be found that other charges were

alleged and substantiated against these officers. It
is well known to us that our military authorities
have not heretofore held the offcnce of " recruit¬
ing" for the insurgent servicc in li>yal States to
be punishable with death. Wc recull the ease of

Capt. Wm. Clark, of the Thirty-seventh Virginia
Regiment, who, with a number of Maryland " re¬

cruits," was arrested in the month of August last
by a squad of United States eavalry in St. Mary's
county. The whole party were lodged in the Old
Capitol as prisoners of war, but Capt. Clark was

not executed, or even put on trial, so far as we

ever heard.
But whatever may be the errors, or even the occa¬

sional excesses, committed by imprudent or reck¬
less officers on one side or the other, we shall
hope that neither party to this war will deem
it neccssary to proceed to the dread extremity of
invoking the Je.r (afioni», whose cruel blows fall on

the heads not of the guilty but the innocent If
this fountain of blood be once unsealed, who can

foresee the nameless horrors to wl«ich it may lead?

THE OOLD PRODUCT OF TIIK WORLD

In the July number of the Bankers' Magazine
it is stated that from reliable data it appears that
the production of gold and silver throughout the
world has quadrupled since the first discovery of
gold in California, (1848.The production an¬

nually, in the years 184C.1848, was estimated at

sixty-one millions of dollars, of which Russia and
Mexico were the principal n>urces. The product
for the current year is estimated at over two hun¬
dred and seventy millions.
A careful scrutiny of the whole subjeot, as to

sources of this supply, serves to show that North
and South Aincrica produce about £96,350,000 in
gold and $47,050,000 in silver; a total of
$14 4,000,000. Australia, Russia, and other portions
of the world produce annually 8108,230,000 in gold,
and $19,845,000 in silver; a total of $127,575,000.
The annual average of the "gold crop" of Califor¬
nia is set down at $00,000,000.

'Ihc effect of this accumulation of gold is thus
ptatcd by the reviewer :

The vast accumulation* of gold of the iaat fourteen
year* enure largely to the benefit of the United Stat<'* ami
Groat Britain, by giving an impulse to commerce and t<>
manufactures. Remote nations are indirectly benefitted,
because the course of trade is audi that gold will How to
those countries where labor is cheapest,. and where the
bullion and coin are the moat valued, or realize the largest
results. Tina in fully demonstrated in the fact th.it; nut
withatauding the additional accumulations ol the precious
metals within the past fourteen jeara, amounting to over
one thousand millions of dollars, there ia really hut little
more on hand in the United Stat es and Weatern Europe
than hi 1*50-1853. In the year l£f>l the Bank of France
helil four hundred and eighty-six millions of francs iu ill
ver and eighty-two tnillioua in >;old ; whereas now, after «

period of twelve yeara, it holds three hundred and ninety-
four millions in both metals. Iu the year !85tf the Bankoi
England held jC&i,000,000 in bullion aud coin, which wh»,

in fact, for the country at large.the joint atock banks,
country baukn, and private bankers maintaining but small
specie reserves. Tbia year the bullion and cuiu ol tbe
Bank of England rutiges from to l."»4 millions starling,
and tbe Scotch and Irish banks JlM ,270,000, from which we
deduce the Following comparative table:

Year IS<>3.
Bauk of Knglaud, 1852 $ 110,000.000 $75,000,000
Bank of France, " 1111,000,000 HO,000,000
Banks in United States, |H5j.. 8-1,000,000 I IS,000,000

Totals #307,000,000 $373,000,000
LEGAL DECISION ON THE CONSCRIPT LAW.
At New York, on Tuesday afternoon, Judge McC'unn

decided the case of William L. Stephens, an enrolling ofti-
cer, who arrested Henry Bieael for refusing to give his
name when asked, and locked him up io the Park Bar-
rarks. Tbe Judge held that this arrest waa without due
process of law, aa it was no offence to refuse to give a

name to the enrolling nfflners under tbe act of Congress
Besides this, the United States Constitution provides only
for the atanding army and nnvy, and the militia forces of
the States, and as the conscription law doea not make the
force it createa a part either of the atanding army or tbe
militia force, it ia uuoonatitutional, since the President ia
clearly limited to tbe employment ef a atanding army and
tbe militia and volunteer forces of the respective States
mustered into the United States service. Stephen* waa

held to bail in five thousand dollars for the arreat of
Biesel ./V 1' Sun.

OKN. HANKS

It not definitely known wlteu the reduction
of Port llnd^ou vra.s tir?t annouucul whether that
great event, second iu iuipoitunce only to the tall
of \ icksburjr, was aooompiinked by the aid of co¬

operative forci» from tl»« titiiiv of ijen (irant, or

whether "it was tff .cted by <jen Hanks' army alone
It is uow known that the latter was the eas», and
the #UCCQ5H therefore reflecti only the more houor
on a General who, throughout tlie whole war, has
bceu characterized by a modesty e<ju>l to his capa-
city, and who at all times and uuder a'l circum¬
stances has manifested an absence of self-seeking
in his simple dcvjtiou to duty The Boston Daily
Advertiser ooieinents very just y as follows on this
signal achievement :

"No achievetnt lit *>f the war is store deserving of honor,
u* wety f,.r i'k difficulties ns it* impwtmt, than that
which is ih.w inseparably connected with the uaine «»f
Gen. The tenacious perseverance with which he
iia< »|»j»!i»-«l himself to hi* object, undaunted by the hard-
ships unci losses of u summer campaign in that latitude,
or by tho difficulties ol besieging an elaborately lortifiod
and naturally strong position, will be admired by all who
read the history ol the siege; and especially will it be
held in grateful remembrance bj those who consider the
painful anxiety which has been felt by the public for many
weeks h« to the final issue ot'tlie enterprise.
"This most honorable achievement will place Gen.

Hanks in a position lar superior to the disparagement and
the sometimes open attacks of which he lias been the
object. The prejudices and jealousies connected with his
appointment to his present command, which have caused
many a sneer at his peculiar qualities, so strongly iu con¬
trast' with those of his predecessor, will uow cesse. The
great test of success, which is that ol which most men are
loud, has settled the question as to his capacity and the
wisdotu of bis appointment. We may be permitted to
add that we trust it will nowhere be forgott-n that the
General who has thus effected that which is the comple¬
ment of Grant's work, is a Massachusetts General.and
that the brave men who under his command endured such
toils and privation*, surmouuted such obstacles and con¬
quered in that deadly trial of strength and patience, to
which Vicksburg gives us our only parallel, were chielly
made up of men from the seaboard States.the brothers
of the victors of Gettysburg.among whom New England
count* many thousands of her sons.''

REBEL DISASTERS ACKNOWLEDGED.

The Richmond Enquirer of the 14th instant, in an edi¬
torial, saye:

" The (all of Vicksburg, the retreat of Hragg, the re¬

pulse of Lee, and tho advance ou Charleston are all se¬
rious disasters, the most serious that have attended our

siruis since the commencement of' the war."

The defeat of Johnston b) Sherman had not been heard
from at thut time. The attack on Charleston, it will be
observed, is regarded as a disaster iu advance.

Referring to the defeat of Gen Lee, the Richmond Whig
of the !>th instant says:
"The intelligence from Gen Lee falls short ol tho pro¬

mise ol° the despatches published yesterday, and will prove
a grievous disappointment to the high-wrought hopes of
the public. Superadded to the calamity at Vicksburg, it
casts a sombre shadow over our affairs; but we must con¬

stantly bear iu mind that it is iu adversity that true great¬
ness is revealed iu its uoblest attributes; and we must re¬
solve that, come what may, the cause shall never go down,
nor lack courageous hearts or stout arms enough to bear it
ou to u glorious triumph."
The Whig of the same date has several articles ou the

full of Vicksburg, from which we make the following ex¬

tract :
" What is most to be feared as the immediate result of

the fall of Vicksburg is the conversion of the great army
under Grant from a stationary into a moving force. From
its organization almost* it has been confined to the work of
taking that city. It is now free to operate elsewhere.
This is the evil against which the Government is uow call¬
ed to imke the most energetic preparation. It is not diffi¬
cult to imagine in what direction Grant will move, nor
to estimate the effect of so powerful an army coming
upon the field, with no corresponding accessiou ou our
side. This is the danger that presents the most serious

grounds for alarm It would be blindness not to see it,
and imbecility not to put forth the most strenuous exer¬

tions to guard against it. We can only pray that those to
whom th« management of affairs is entrusted may be equal
to the crisis."

THE DRAFT NOT COUNTERMANDED.

War Department,
Provost Marshal General's Office,

Washington, July 17, ldfti.
The operations of the draft lately ordered in the New

England and Middle States, though, in most instances,
completed or now in progress without opposition, have in
one or two cities been temporarily interrupted.

Provost Marshals are informed that uo orders have been
issued countermanding the draft. Adequate force has been
ordered by the Government to the points where the pro¬
ceedings have been interrupted.

Provost Marshals will be sustained by the military forces
of the country in enforcing the draft, in accordance with
the laws of the United States, and will proceed to execute
the orders heretofore given for draft, as rapidly as shall be

practicable, by aid of the military forces ordered to co¬

operate with and protect them.
Jamba B. Fry, I'rovost Marshal General

the advance ok gen. rosecrans

Tiit) capture of Chattanooga by Gou. Roaecraua is a mat¬
ter which h k« nit meted very little attention, yet it isaluioat
no important an announcement aa tbe surrender of Vieka-
burg The latter Rave us the Miasiasippi, but Chattanooga
ia the key to the whole interns! railway syatem ,of the
South. Kant Tennessee now Incomes oura aa a matter of
courae, and the mountmn region which aplita the South
like a wedge paaaea naturally into our control. Chatta¬
nooga, in il« way, mentis aa much a* Vickahnrg .

The rebel newspaper* in Richmond neem to l»e juat
awakening to a realizing «enae of the danger which threat
ena them in Alabama by Roaecraua' advance Tliey have
been deluded time and again with the notion that Bragg
waa gathering all his force* to annihilate Roaecrana, while
in rrality hi* army waa diminiahed to help Johnaton and
Lee. Ro ecrana' advance towarda Chattanooga baa, how¬
ever, opened the eyes of the Richmond journalista to the
real significance of Bragg'* movement#, and Inatend of an

advance, they see b in iu full flight before Roaecrana, hia
army dropping oil rapidly in ita flight The Richmond
Whig deplorea grievoualy thin backward movement at a

time when Middle Teoueaaee ia ready to yield ita crop* to
the rebel gatherera, and it feara greatly that Roaecraua
will be induced to penetrate into Alabama, which itadunta
would be a aerioua oftaet to " Lee'a aucceaa in tbe Nor h."
Whatever may be Lee a aucceaa in the North.bis present
poaitiou does Hot promise inu".h iu that way.the advance
of Roaecrana into Alabama aceiua t" be a li*ed fact He
has already driveu Bragg entirely out of Tennessee, and
will no doubt keep him "n tbe move by following him up
The necessity of the rebela dividing their I'orcea on tbe ap¬
proach of tbe various Union armies has uot only betrayed
their weakness, but it has exposed their whole territory to
invasion, besides yieldiug impor-aut positions which thev
had successfully held for two years..Lalgr.r.
DEATH OF MACREADY, THE TRAGEDIAN.

The telegraphic news by the Africa announces in a single
line the death of William Charles Macready, the eiuineut
English tragedian. No particulars are given of the time
or place of his death. He was born in London iu I71KI.
His tirst theatrical engagement was at the Birmingham
Theatre iu June, 1810, where he played Komro. His first
appearance iu Londou w as at Coveot Garden in September,
I81H, when be played Oriatrs iu Phillips'* tragedy of "The
Distressed Mother." In 1H50-'51 he performed a aeries of
farewell engagement* in Englaud, and on the 20th of Feb¬
ruary, 1 rift 1, took his final leave of tbe stage at Drury Lane.
He has since lived in retirement down to the period of bis
death, at the advanced *ge of seventy years

THE ATTACK ON CHARLK8TON.

OFFICIAL REPORT.

Tilt* it»ilowir:^ despatch from Cjt*n Giliuore wan tv***l
at tlic Headquarter* it! iIn- Army yesterday:

Urnilqmrtrrt Department of the South.
In thr Fi'ltl, Morris Island, S. C.July I 'lilt, I-Milt,

Major G«n. H W. Hai.I.rck, General-in-Chief.
Silt: I have the honor to report tba' at five o'clock on

the morning of the 101b iosttint I mnde au attack upon the
enemy'# fortified petition ou the south end of Morris
Island, and, after an engagement of three hours and a

quarter, captured nil hi* strongholds upon that part of the
island, and pushed forward my infantry to within nix hun¬
dred yards of Fort Wagner.
We now hold all the laland except about one mile on

the nort'i end, wh'cb includes Fort Waguer and a battery
on Cummings' Point, mounting at the present time four¬
teen or fifteen heavy p,litis in the aggregate.
The assaulting co'umn was gallantly led by Brig. Gen.

Strong. It lauded in small boats under cover of my bat¬
teries ou Folly Inland and (our monitor* led by Rear Ad¬
miral Dahlgreu, which entered th^ main channel abreast
of Morris Inland after our batteries opened The
monitor* continued their fire during the day m> »tiy on

Fort Wsguer.
Ou the morning of the lltli initaut, at daybreak, an ef¬

fort was made to carry Fort Wagner by assault. The pa¬
rapet was gained, but the nitppor!* recoiled undi r the fire
to which they were expored ai d could not be got up. Our
loss iu both actions will not vary much from one hundred
and fifty in killed, wounded, and prisoners.
We have taken eleven pieces of heavy ordnance arid a

large quantity of camp equipage.
The enemy's loss in killed, wounded, and missing will

not fall short of two hundred.
Q A. GlI.MORK, Brig. Geu. Cowman Iirm.

THE SIEGK OF JACKSON, CMi**.)

REBEL ACCOUNTS

The last Richmond papers received contain the annex¬

ed telegraphic despatches from Jackson, Mississippi. They
contain the latest news of the operations of onr army
against that place:
Jackson, Jily 10..Geu. Johnston has thin morning

issued the following battle order to lus troops, which was
read along the whole line amid deafening shouts from our
ao'dier*:

lijCADttUAHTKllS ON rIIK FlKI.I), Jl'LJ 'J.
Fellow-Soldiers: Au insolent foe, flushed with hope from

his success at Vickaburg. confront* you. threatening the peo¬
ple whose homes and liberty you lire here to defend with
plunder and conquest, their ltuiih may even now be heard
at intervals as you advance. Thin enemy in at onee the mis
sion and duty of you brave uieu to chastise au.i expel from
the soil of Mississippi. Tne Commanding General confidentlyrelies ou vou to su-taiu his pledge on which lie makes an au-
vauce. lie will be with you even uuto the end. The vice of
straggling ho begs you t> shun and frown upoib If needs be
it will be chocked by even the most summary remedies. The
telegraph has already announced a glorious victory over the
foe, won by our noljle comrades of the Virginia army on Fed
eral soil. May he not with redoubled hope count on you,
while ilef'eudinV your firesides ami household gods, to emu¬
late the proud example of your brothers in the East ' The
country expects in this i»r<-Ht crisis ol it 4r«tiiiy that I'vrry
man will do his duty.
JACKSON, JULY to..Tin; ball li»* opened the fight ban

commenced by skirmishing heavily ou Clinton road, with
musketry and artillery. The enemy's (.hell* aie beginning
to lall thick on the northern part of the city; several per-
sous have been killed and wounded. Gen. Johnston orders
all pillagers to be shut; a guard will shoot them wherever
found. The light has begun; our batteries opened on tbein
finely. The enemy are evidently in heavy force. Heavy
infantry and artillery skirmishing is going on ; the enemy
is shelling the city, and have killed several soldiers and citi¬
zens. There has been no real engagement. Our troops
are in excellent spirits, and if the enemy should make a

geueral attack it is certain that success will follow in our

path.
Jackson, July 1:2..The conduct i f C'obb's Kentucky

battery and the Washington artillery, in the affair of. this
morning, are spoken of in highly complimentary terms by
the Commanding General; also, Lovell's Florida brigade.
The banners captured belonged to the Twenty-eighth,
Forty-first, and Fifty-third Illinois Uegiments. General
Breckinridge seut the infirmary corps to bring off the ene¬

my's wounded Their sharpshooters fired on them. Gen.!
B. then ordered the corps to the rear. The Yankee wound-
ed and dead are stilt lying in frout of our works. Their
loss in the charge was fully one thousand. Col. Harry
Maury, of tho Thirty-second Alabama, was severely wound¬
ed A. Yankee colonel, two majors, and a number of ofli-
oer« wore captured
Jackson, Jl7LY l<t..It rained hard here last night, and

is again cloudy this morning. There has been but little
firing on either side. The enemy have six batteries in po¬
sition, which are plainly visible from the State Hoiue.
Our troops are much elated at their success yesterday.
Nothing of importance has transpired to-day. The status
is unchanged
Jackson, JULY 14..No change in the situation of

affairs since yesterday. Lieut. Gen. Pemberton aud staff
arrived here last night. An officer who came with them
says that they met an escort accompanying the body of
Gen. Osterhaus to Vicksburg. They stated that Gen
Osterhaus was killed by a cannon ball on the Ivfth instant.
Heavy skirmishing still continues. Several house* were

demolished yesterday by the enemy's shells.
JACKSON, July 11..Geu. Johnston sent a flag of truce

to day to Geu. Grant, asking permission to bury the Yan¬
kee dead in front of our works. Gen. Grant asked per¬
mission to send assistance, in order that the dead might
be recogniscd, which was refused. The term* originally
proposed were then agreed to. Our troops have been
eugaged all the afternoon burying the dead Yankees. The
exaot number is not yet ascertained. A Yankee officer in

charge of the flag admits a loss of four or five hundred.
Among their killed and wounded are Col. Earl, Lieut.
Col. Long, aud Capt. Hall, of the Forty-first Illinois;
Lieuts. S. Smith and McMasters, of the Fifty-third Illi¬
nois; and Lieut. Aberuathy, ol the Third Iowa. Among
tho officer* on our side are Major Lamb, ol the Twenty
ninth Georgia, killed ; Lieuts. C. C. Brader. ol the Nine¬
teenth Louisiana, T. J. Kust, of the Fourth Florida, and
A. B. James, of the Cobb battery, wounded. The time
specified iu the truce p*«*«-d bi-f'ire the burial id flu1 dead
was finished.
Jackson, July l"».Another da> has passed without

any new developments. The enemy ha* been liriiij.' inces¬

santly, and has been shelling the city all the evening
Another division of Burn*ide'« command rrarhed firant
this eveniug
Jackson, Ji'l.V Hi..The enemy kept up a ln\ivy *hell-

iug last night. One shell passed Ihrough Geu. Johnston's
nuarters without injuring any oue firaut was reinforced
yesterday evening by one divisii n ol Bumside s command
We buried one hundred and filty-three of the enemy yes
terday. There la still no prospect of a general engage¬
ment, but heavy artillery and infantry skirmishing contniiu s

JACKSON, Ji l.Y Hi..All eutire block ill this city was

destroyed by the enemy's shells yesterday Not a glib ha*
lajen fired by tho enemy this morning. Various conjectures
indulged iu regard to their silence, but well informed per¬
sons think they are trying to flank us oil our right, as their
cavalry made an attempt to cross four utiles above lust
uight. Capt. Ferguson,of the South Carolina buttery, was
mortally wounded by the enemy's sharpshooters yesterday

J.m Kson, JULY III.. The enemy made a heavy demon¬
stration on our tighl and centre this afteruoon, but Walk
er's and Loring's divisions repulsed them handsomely. The
artillery lire was incessant, aud our batteries replied gun
for gun. The enemy sought shelter iu the woods. Heavy
reinforcements for Gen. Grant continue to arrive, w ho are

Stressed around on our right for the purpose of crossing
."earl river above and flanking us. The enemy are plant
ing siege nuns on their redoubts. It is supposed that to¬
morrow the reinaiuder of .iacksuu will l>« burnt.

W IIOI.KSALE IlKMCtlTloRS.
The Richmond Dispatch of the 1 Sfch mslaut, under the

head ot " Shameful," says: "Geu. Jackson advertises in

the Mississippian two hundred and forty-one members of

the Fourth Mississippi Cavnlry as having disgraced theui
' selves by basely and cowardly deserting their posts at a

' time when their services were most needed. Among
' them are eighteen non-cnmmi*sn«n*d officers and two lien-

1 tenants.

"Talk of raining bricks," said Dr. Spooueii, m a >ate

shower, as he made the fifth ineffectiisl attempt to attract
a driver, " 'tis nothing to hsilinf omnibuses

CAPTITRK OP YA/OO CITY, (Mi«»is*iiti )

The Secretary of the Navy hit flight rewifftl tha
following :

tlNITKH HTATKS XIlssissil'IM SQI'AORON, .
flag-ship Hlncl Hawk, off I irkthurg, July 14, I

I'ia Cairo, July yi.
Hon. Gwkon Wr.i.i.R.-, Secretary of the Navy.

Slit: Hearing tnat Gen. Johnston was fortifying Yaruo
City witli heavy guna, aud gathering troops there for tha
purpose of obtaining supplies for hi* army from tte Yazuo
country ; also, that tin* remainder of the enemy's beat
transports wen* then showing a possibility of hi* attempt
to escape, Major Gen. Grant and myself determined to
aend a naval and military expedition up there to capture
them »

The Baron L'eKalb, Now National, Kenwood, aud
Signal were dispatched, under command of Lieutenant
Commander John 0. Walker, with a force of troops num¬

bering five thousand, utder Major Gen. Frank J. Herron.
Pushing up to the city the Baron DeKalb engaged the

batteries, which were &II prepared to receive her, and,
finding out their rtrengtli, dropped back to notify Gen.
Herron, who immediately lauded hia turn, and the army
and na\y made a combined attack on the enemy's work*.
Tlie rebel* noon fled, leaving every thing in our posse*
8I0Q, and set lire to four of th?ir tiueat steamer* that ran

on the Mississippi river in times past.
The army pursued the enemy, and captured their rear¬

guard of tw o hundred and sixty men, and at last account!
were taking more prisoner*.

Six heavy guns and one vessel, formerly u gunboat, fell
into our hand?, and all the munition* of war.

Unfortunately, Nvhde the. Baron l>eKalb was moving
slowly all ng ahe ran foul i f a torpedo., which exploded and
aank tier. Then- waa no sign of any thing of the kind to
bo seen. While ahe waa going down another exploded
under her stern. The water is liaing fast in the Yazoo,
and we can do nothing more than get the guna out of her,
and then get her into deep water, where she will be undis¬
turbed until we are able to raise her. The officer* ami
men lost eveiy thing

I have tliu honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient
servant, Daviu D. PoRTEK,

Acting Rear Admiral.
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Tilt WAR IX MISSISSIPPI.
(!.Uti«>, .Ji I.Y y>.Vicksbtug advice* to the 15th in¬

stant say-:
"Yazoo City, which waa held by about eight hundred

rebels, was captured by Gen Herrort on the 13th. Two
hundred and fifty prisoners were captured. The gunboat
DeKalb was blown up by a torpedo and sunk in shallow
water. She will be raised. No liven lost. The rebels
burnt three transports lying above the city. Some eight
or ten largo steamers have gone up the Yazoo.

'. Gen. Logan has been relieved of his command by Geu.
Sherman.it is stated for disobedience of orders and pra
maturely attacking Jackson. He made the attack on the
13th instant, and was repulsed with a It *< of three hun¬
dred killed and wounded Gen. Sherman is besieging
Johnston at Jackson, who is Biippoa<d to have thirty
thousand men. Jt is said that Johnson cannut escape.

" A ateamer was loading at Vick*burg with rebel sick
Htid wounded for Mobile via New Orleans.

" A large fleet of transports, convoyed by gunboats,
have gone up Red River under Gen. Ransom. When he
returna he is to take command of Nitchez.

" Our forces at MiUiken'a Bend and Lake Providence
are reported to be suffering considerably from sicknesx

IM PORTA NT SOUTHEHN N K WS.

The Richmond Enquirer of the lf>tb instant enbtiu a

proclamation fr« iu Gen Jnfeffiio Davis calling out, undei
the Confederate conscription net, all white men between
tbe age* of eighteen mid forty-five year*, to serve in the
Confederate amiy for three yeart>, under penalty of bein
punished for desertion in case of disobeying the call. Tbe>
are offered Die privilege of joining volunteer organizations
before the enrollment.
The Euquirer, in an editorial article mi " military neoes

¦ity," argues tLat the only salvation of the Southern Con¬
federacy in iu calling out a levy m imim, tbe application
of martial law to the whde country aa in a state of siege,
tbe absolute control of nil train (especially in drink) a*

within military lines, th . abolition of substitution, exemp¬
tion, and foreign protections, and the material enlargement
of tbe President's power to revise elections of otlicers and
to make appointments in order to get rid of incompetent
officer*.

TUB DANGER TO »IIARLESTON.
The Enquirer confesses that the lauding of tbe Union

f.ucea on Morris Island, in Charlfston harbor, and tbe
commencement of extensive works designed for tbe reduc
tion of Fort Waguer, indicate that Gen. Gilmore is com¬
mencing a determ ined Mege against that city both by land
and water It then quote* from the Charleston Mercury
the following remarks, disclosing apprehensions of that
journal for tbe safety of Charleston and expressing its opih
ion as to tbe proper means of averting tbe impending ca¬

lamity to the Confederate cau'e The Mercury says :

"It appear* to u* to be useless t . attempt to disgutre
from ourselves our situation By whose fault we got into
it, it is vain »»w to inquire. The Yankees having gotten
possession of the southern half of M -rris Island there is
but one way to save tbe city «>f Charleston, and that is the
speedy atid unftiuct'.iug use of the bayonet. It tbe tight
on Morris Island i> t<» be now a fight by engineering con-
trivances and cannon merely, the advantage is uow with
the enemy. With their ron«clads ill the water ami their
men in occupation of the land, it is likely t<> be a mere

question of time I In* lall ot Fort Wagner ends in the
lull of Charleston, Fort Kututer, like Fort Wagner, will
then l»e assailed bj land ami sea, and tbe fate of Fort Pu-
Itski will be that of tfuuiter. (Jen Giluiore was the mau
who reduced Fort Pulaski

Charleston iniiKt be saved a* Richmond was. For six

day* our soldier* stormed tie- successive batteries ot the
enemy, and at veil Richmond J he greater part of the sol¬
dier* who achieved these triumph* by tbe hayouet had
never bofoie been III a charge The Yankee* here have a*

yet. few or no formidable works. Thcgkuvt liul a fric thou¬
sand troops. If o*r s<ddiers and officers hero are uot equal
to tbe kind < I lighting fought by tbe army of Virginia and
tried by the Yaiitoe* .1gmnst such work* as Fort Wagner
and Secessivnville, then Charleston fall*

This, it appeals to us, is the only course ol safety,and'
we may add. t< o, for trunnmy of lien. Other means max

protract the fighting to day* and week*, and postpone the
termination of tbe struggle. No othei means. 111 our opm
onn w ill sax«» tbe citjr We believe it cau easily be saved
with promptness and oneigy and dash. It is too late for
engineering alone. Hesitation ami delay are fatal

THE NATIONAL I)BUT

The following table give* a comparative view of the
debt at different period* since the beginning of tho war:

D.r. 1SHI Jul*. ISo.' Jan. IMS JuusaMBOa.
tfl*ea *W. yj.or-' J.

' J*!.'" «M!SE
Sixesv... .KVJ'JU.i '' >.,."»#t.»l 87,781 .-..r.

r .1..13,1171,D»S' ..'¦¦.'M'.S.I'1 l*-,4t4,Ull
7aie- km t«wwu,3,>' u»,m,yio
Dwii iiut - -i iai 7. SWWVW .'.-67.1.11 77ft,e.**
1 Y .rtVr - I i,.sst,:'8e ttu,uai,341 144,836^42

.;,:w.tta. Nuf;o,702
J4, 407,8.V4,4.»<»iri 'ii'*

Total $?21,*tt,727 *1,100,913,7^
Eleven hundred millions is a large national debt, but

when we state that almost tbe eutire amount has been

raised am ug ourselves, without help from abrond, aud
thnt i>«r great industrial interest* are prospering, there is

a consciousness of streugtb aud wealth in tbe fact that it
is gratifying to our pride a* it i« cautionary to nation* en

vious of our greatuess
Tbo aggregate debt of Euglatid is l,(XR» millions of dol¬

lars, that of France '3,806 millions, aud that of the United
States 1,100 millions The former is some four times, «od
the latter uearly double, that of our debt, and yet 10 uatu-
ral resources those of the United States. a* compared
with either of fhe *reat nations named. >s ten-fold greater
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